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Pampa de Pongo Mine Scoping Study Nearing Completion 
 
Cardero Resource Corp. (“Cardero” or the “Company”) – (TSX: CDU, AMEX: CDY, Frankfurt: CR5) is pleased 
to provide an update on the Pampa de Pongo Iron Deposit metallurgical assessment, currently in progress at the 
Natural Resources Research Institute (NRRI), Minnesota. Bench-scale mini-pot pellets returned a preliminary 
grade of 65.1% iron. Pilot-scale pelletizing and fired-pellet production has also been completed and, as 
planned, 98 kg (216 lbs) of pellets were produced with three full pot-grate tests. 
 
A representative sample of pellets has been shipped for further evaluation by MIDREX Technologies, Inc., the 
world leader in gas-based Direct Reduced Iron (DRI) technology. DRI grade pellets are premium products and 
typically attract higher value contracts than Blast Furnace grade pellets. 
 
The Company is also pleased to announce that the SRK mine scoping study on the Pampa de Pongo iron 
deposit is nearing completion. Inclusion of positive, commercial-scale metallurgical work into the Scoping 
Study is expected to add significant value to the Pampa de Pongo project, which is situated in the Marcona Iron 
District of southern Peru – in close proximity to major infrastructure, including a deep water port, the Pan 
American Highway, power and a skilled labour force. 
 
Bench-Scale Metallurgical Testing 
 
ICP chemical analysis of the mini-pot produced pellets 
(shown in Plate 1) has been reported by NRRI, as 
follows: 
 

Component % 
Fe 65.10 

SiO2 1.65 
Al2O3 1.02 
CaO 0.40 
MgO 3.63 

P  BDL* 
S 0.015 

TiO2 0.071 
Na2O 0.056 
K2O 0.029 

 
Plate 1:  Pampa de Pongo Mini-Pot pellets.*BDL is “below detectable limits” of the ICP ( less than 0.001%). 

 
The previously reported pellet strength of 421 pounds-force has now been further improved to 477 pounds-force 
for the mini-pot pellets. Target for the pilot-scale pot-grate pellets is a compressive strength of 400 pounds-force. 
The bentonite binder addition rate has been fixed at 15 pounds per long ton of concentrate and the moisture level 
at 9.4%. This is good and very typical of the world-class quality taconite pellets produced in the U.S. and Canada. 
 
The mini-pot test results are a good relative indicator of pellet physical quality but are not necessarily 
commercially scalable, which is why pilot-scale work must be undertaken when projects like Pampa de Pongo 
reach advanced scoping levels. 




