
Figure 5: Internal view of shaft-sinking activities during the pre-sink phase. 

 

Other on-site work includes the construction of the primary terraces for Shaft 1, storm-water drains and 
ponds, workshops and stores. A total of 511, or 74%, of the 693 permanent and contract workers 
presently employed by Ivanplats are from the local area. 

Platreef implementing a phased approach to a large, underground, mechanized mine  

Ivanhoe completed a pre-feasibility study (PFS) in January 2015 that covered the first phase of 
development that is expected to include construction of an underground mine, concentrator and other 
associated infrastructure.  

In August 2015, Ivanhoe started work on a feasibility study (FS) based on the first phase of 
development. The FS is being managed by principal consultant, DRA Global, along with other 
specialized sub-consultants including Stantec Consulting, Murray & Roberts Cementation, SRK, Golder 
Associates and Digby Wells Environmental. The FS is scheduled to be completed by Q2 2017.  

There will be opportunities to refine and modify the timing and capacities of subsequent phases of 
production to suit market conditions during the development and commissioning of the first phase. 

Mineral resources in the Flatreef underground discovery 

The Flatreef Mineral Resource, with a strike length of 6.5 kilometres, lies predominantly within a flat-to- 
gently dipping portion of the Platreef mineralized belt at relatively shallow depths of approximately 700 
to 1,100 metres below the surface.  

  


