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 Life-of-mine average cash cost of US$0.54/lb of zinc is expected to rank Kipushi, once in 
production, in the bottom quartile of the cash cost curve for zinc producers globally.  

“This preliminary mine redevelopment plan supports our view that Kipushi is the best brownfield zinc 
project in the world,” said Mr. Friedland. “Kipushi’s zinc grade of almost 35% puts the project into a 
class of its own.”  
 
Independent research by Wood Mackenzie concludes that the Kipushi Project could be expected to 
rank among the world’s major zinc mines.  

Figure 1: World’s major zinc mines(1), showing estimated annual zinc production and zinc head grades. 

 

 
 
(1) World’s major zinc mines defined as the world’s 10 largest zinc mines ranked by forecasted production by 

2018. 
 

Source: Wood Mackenzie. Note: Independent research by Wood Mackenzie concludes that at the forecast 
production and head grade, the Kipushi Project, once in production, will rank among the world’s major zinc 
mines. Wood Mackenzie compared the Kipushi Project’s life-of-mine average annual zinc production and zinc 
head grade of 281,000 tonnes and 32%, respectively, against production and zinc head grade forecasts for 
2018. 
 
 
 
“Most of Kipushi’s underground development and infrastructure already is in place and it is expected 
to be a straightforward, underground mining and milling operation,” said Mr. Friedland.  
 
“The combination of extremely high zinc grades, low capital requirements and low operating costs 
makes this a compelling development project.   
 


