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Exploration drilling conducted by Ivanhoe Mines in 2015 sucessfully confirmed that both the Big Zinc Zone and 
Fault Zone remain open at depth and to the south. Additional high-grade copper-zinc-germanium 
mineralization also was discovered in the Fault Zone and in the Fault Zone Splay in the immediate footwall of 
the Fault Zone. 
 
Figure 2: Top 20 zinc projects by contained zinc 

 

Source: Wood Mackenzie. Note: All tonnes and metal grades of individual metals used in the equivalency 
calculation of the above mentioned projects (except for Kipushi) are based on public disclosure and have been 
compiled by Wood Mackenzie. All metal grades have been converted by Wood Mackenzie to a zinc equivalent 
grade at price assumptions of $1.01/lb zinc, $2.86/lb copper, $0.91/lb lead, $12.37/lb cobalt, $1,201/oz gold, 
$17/oz silver and $2,000/kg germanium. 
 
Existing underground infrastructure and mining 

Historical mining at Kipushi was carried out from surface to approximately 1,220 metres below surface (mL) 
and occurred in three contiguous zones: The North and South zones of the Fault Zone, and the Série 
Récurrente Zone in the footwall of the fault that is approximately east-west striking and steeply north dipping. 

KICO has a significant amount of underground infrastructure at the Kipushi Project, including a series of 
vertical mine shafts, with associated head frames, to various depths, as well as underground mine 
excavations. A schematic layout of the existing development is shown in Figure 3.  

 

 

 


