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Shaft 1 construction update 
 
Following the changeover of shaft-sinking equipment from the pre-sinking phase, the main sinking work is 
expected to begin in early June, 2016. Aveng Mining, the shaft-sinking contractor, expects sinking to advance 
at an average daily rate of approximately 2.5 metres. 
 
Included in the sinking contract is the development of two main stations at depths of 450 metres and 750 
metres below surface.  Shaft 1 is expected to reach the Flatreef Deposit at a depth of 777 metres below 
surface during the third quarter of 2017. 
  
Shaft 1 will provide early development access into the deposit and will be utilized to fast track the production 
during the first phase of the project. 
 

Platreef's Shaft 1 head gear provides backdrop for a gathering of project team members  
and contractors. 
 

 

Planned mining methods to incorporate highly productive, mechanized methods 
 
The selected mining areas proposed in the current Platreef Project pre-feasibility study mine plan occur at 
depths ranging from approximately 700 metres to 1,200 metres below the surface. Four vertical shafts are 
expected to provide the main access to the Flatreef Deposit and ventilation. Shaft 2 will host the main 
personnel transport cage, material and ore-handling systems, while Shafts 1, 3 and 4 are planned to be utilized 
for ventilation to the underground workings. Shaft 1, now under development, will be used for initial access to 
the deposit and early underground development. 
 
The planned mining methods will use highly productive, mechanized methods, including long-hole stoping, 
drift-and-bench and drift-and-fill mining methods. The mined-out areas within the deposit will be backfilled with 
a paste mixture that utilizes tailings from the process plant and cement. The ore will be hauled from the stopes 
to a series of ore passes that will connect to a main haulage level connected to Shaft 2, where it will be hoisted 
to the surface for processing.  
 
Shaft 2 will have an internal diameter of 10 metres and will have the capacity to hoist six million tonnes per 
year. The headgear design for the six-million-tonne-per-year permanent hoisting facility has been completed by 
South Africa-based Murray & Roberts Cementation. Ivanhoe expects to start Shaft 2 early works, including civil 
work for the box-cut and hitch-foundation, in 2017. 


