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Photo 1: Platreef Mine illustration of first-phase surface infrastructure and host 
communities. The secured surface area is designed to accommodate  
an expansion to eight Mtpa. 

 

 
 

 
Update on construction progress 
 
Shaft 1 sinking continues to advance at a rate of 45 to 50 metres per month, and has reached a depth 
of 450 metres below surface. Shaft 1 is expected to reach its projected, final depth of 980 metres below 
surface in 2018. The first lateral development off-shaft at 450 metres below surface is underway. This 
station will serve as an intermediate water pumping and shaft cable termination station. 
 
Early-works surface construction for Shaft 2 began in late May 2017. It includes the excavation of a 
surface box-cut to a depth of approximately 29 metres below surface and construction of the concrete 
hitch for the 103-metre-tall concrete headgear (headframe) that will house the shaft’s permanent 
hoisting facilities and support the shaft collar. The early-works construction is expected to be completed 
in approximately 12 months. 
 

Concentrate off-take 
 
Concentrate off-take discussions are underway with several South African PGM smelters. Ivanhoe 
Mines has received indications of interest from a number of these parties. Ivanhoe Mines’ internal 
studies forecast sufficient smelting capacity in South Africa for the first phase of production from the 
Platreef Project. Several off-take agreements may have to be negotiated to achieve optimal terms for 
the Platreef Project. Technical discussions have begun with the objective of finalizing one or more off-
take agreements before the production of first concentrate. 
 

 


