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Construction of first shaft station now underway in Shaft 1  

Shaft 1, with an internal diameter of 7.25 metres, will provide access to the Flatreef Deposit and enable 
the initial, underground capital development to take place during the development of Shaft 2. Ultimately, 
Shaft 1 will become the primary ventilation intake shaft during the project’s four-million-tonne-per-
annum production case. An average sinking rate of 45 metres per month is expected during the main 
sinking phase. The shaft includes a 300-millimetre-thick, concrete-lined shaft wall. The main sinking 
phase is expected to reach its projected, final depth of 980 metres below surface in 2018. Shaft stations 
to provide access to horizontal mine workings for personnel, materials, pump stations and services will 
be developed at depths of 450 metres, 750 metres, 850 metres and 950 metres below surface. The 
permanent sinking phase, which started in July 2016, had reached a depth of 451 metres below surface 
on July 31, 2017. The first off-shaft lateral development is underway at the 450-metre level, which will 
serve as an intermediate water-pumping and shaft cable-termination station. 

Figure 1: Platreef’s Shaft 1 headgear.  

 

 

Health and safety at Platreef 

By the end of June 2017, the Platreef Project reached a total of 7,544,626 million hours and 42,817 
lost-time, injury-free hours worked in terms of the Mines Health and Safety Act and the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act of South Africa. Four lost-time accidents occurred during Q2 2017. The Platreef 
Project continues to strive toward its workplace objective of an environment that causes zero harm to 
employees, contractors, sub-contractors and consultants. 

Shaft 2 early-works construction underway 

Shaft 2 will be located approximately 100 metres northeast of Shaft 1. Shaft 2, with an internal diameter 
of 10 metres, will be lined with concrete and sunk to a planned, final depth of more than 1,100 metres 
below surface. It will be equipped with two 40-tonne rock-hoisting skips with a capacity to hoist a total of 


